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GEORGE EDWARD SMITH
1845-1913

SLAVE, CONTRABAND, BUFFALO SOLDIER, CIVIC LEADER, and FOUNDER OF CHURCHES

AND SCHOOLS-George Edward Smith was all of these.

George Edward Smith was born into a family of slaves owned by Colonel Jackson around
1845in Richmond, Stafford C.H, Virginia. Colonel was a common title given to large land owners
in the South not a military rank. Smith’s grandmother helped him escape from Colonel Jackson
in 1861. His freedom was short lived when he was captured by the Union forces and labeled
contraband. As Unioncontraband he was forced to dig ditches around Washington D.C. to
protect the city from attack.When Smith was released at the end of the Civil War hereturned to

his home Virginia.l.

Smith enlisted in the U. S. Army in 1869. Congress had mandated that four new
regiments be added to the Army in 1866,"two of which shall be composed of colored
men." ? These two units were the 9" and 10t Cavalry. These two units were charged with
the protection of stage coach and mail routes from San Antonio to El Paso. These unitsbecame
known as the “Buffalo soldiers”. The Native Americans were in awe at the first sight of black

men. They thought some higher power for some reason had turned buffalo into men.3
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OATH OF ENLISTMENT AND ALLEGIANCE.
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L //<//rr/ (. 4/ 4‘///// . born in . /é‘ / (A :
Vi

the State of . ’/ £ ’ (,,_{( a : , and by occupatiaf4’..
Do IILR/EB ¥ ./ICI(JVO WLEDGE to have voluntarily enlisted this . £ N
(] - Gt 2l DL 187/ as a Soldier in the Avmy of tl)z Iimitb Etatcs of ’]lmtnm,

for Lhe period of FIVE YEARb un]ess sooner discharged by proper authority: And do also agree to
accept from the United States such bounty, pay, rations, and clothing as are or may be established by
law. And I do solemnly swear, that T am _.//2/'/z: Z SRR . years and Tm—mm
ronths of age, and know of no impediment to my serving honestly and faithfully as a Soldler for, ﬁvc
years under this enlistment contract with the United States. And I, .. KLl rink. ahise /:'/ —
do also solemnly swear, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the United States of JAmerica,
and that T will serve them honestly and faithfully against all their enemies or opposers whomsoever; and
that [ will observe and obey the orders of the President of the United States, and the orders of the officers
appointed over me, according to the Rules and Articles of War,

. ///maf Wdf/o’Z’
/\, /////(/[ AD187¢

,
Subseribed and duly sworn to Lefore me, this (Z/r

e

L (O il
Ii(cnz(m] Officer,
I CERTIFY, ON HONOR, That I have carefully examined the above-na

: W bly to tho General Regulations of the Army, and
that, in my opinion, he is free from all bodily defects and mental infirmity wllii}y\vauld(i nny,;?; di lify him from performing the duties of u
soldicr. 8 i - el ¢

e A P ki
- (/ (/ ’“.({//’//'/( //1/[(

f/mmmq Officer.
I CERTIFY, ON IIONOIK, That I have minutely inspected the above-named recruit,, ;’Ly" PRV (///r 7z , previously

to his enlistment. and that he was enlirely sober when enlisted; that, to tho best of my judgment and belief, hc is of Jawful age; aud that [ havo

accepted and enlisted him into the service of the United States under this contract of calistment s duly qualified to perform tho uuueu of anable-
bodicd auldwr, nmd, in dumg sn have s/uly observed the Regulations which govern lhe Recrumnb Service. This soldier has /l/ ////(/ eyes,
///{lnur, o ,_/,\” //7/// . complezion)is L feet inches high.

Q —f /@W) /Z oy

EAL

Recruiting Qfficer, United Sfates drmy.

NOTE.—Scurs and maorks found wpon the person of @ recruit
will be noted on the enlistment paper.

(A- G. 0. NO. 73.)




ooy ‘ L ypesninse
/v/ Pt P 7 . \\\\\\\\\\& \\\\\ \

- ST
P o S
e i i :G::@(&.

—~~ —
e

ot i S N I

s o8 -
e m@ﬁ«\\k\ \

\\“\\ \\\%@(&\\3
re. % \Z:\&\\k YNITLZO uu.\ya_m&\&.bvﬁ € 29 x\b\\\\k hmké ‘2

\m ‘o \\\\n\« e ::N.A\\x“ Rh\\\\\ \\w\%\ 4 \.\\.@§ o \\«A\\ w\, I\wN\ \:\\\« e,

\ bW\Y \\ veecsrl \ \\t \\\\ N\AM\\ \ .& \\M\N\\ «hbm\\ \k\u\\ \.\\k\&h \&\\ /] \\ 2t \ PV LIS \\\.\\\N\\ \\ﬁ\ﬁx& Q\t\
R \ &\&k\ \k\ :\§: s .N s Q.\\A A|\ R \\\N\M\\\\t.\ \k&: \\\\\\\\\\\ etz \\\ 2% \.\\\\\Q\\«\\\\\n\\

Aﬂ\\\ \«\\\\.\ \\ e A7, \\ \ lelotés wk\\gN \ &NVN& \\ e \\ \«ih\\\ <t \.\\\m \X\gx \\\\\ﬂ\\n\ x%&\@$\~ «x&kﬁ@«\k\\\

vt Aern coccotdes bory - & \&&\Q&\&\K\R\ § r&\ \ Lanl bo contonie \\\\ rece \\\\\\\\

\“.\x P \\\N y.- \ \\\\\\\\:\\\ Zeonre %«\\\\Q |
L5 f.wJ w\x ¢ \\\?&h Pt \ s\& ¢ .

; A
5 ...‘rw \\,\\\\ R NQ \wwx 70 C

) /4
2 \\ ” A :
\{\ e \:\\\ et 2L \ Fre o

= . iy
lctiii iy .VV\\\\A \wﬁ.\\

Q&mi . \\\N _\\ ..l.\u\\%\ n\wwwx\utnfm\%\ S »\

(rogrtond

S S

e

(\

\N\wx\..«msv? !\.\ .\\\x\\.\\ il \\\\ \\\\\\ Q
e Jr. L J
& Jezeont aQ\\ \\ \ (L ey \\“\,&\Qw\k\ \“\\ \W\\\\\ \\ ﬁx\k\

\w\\\\w\\\\\\\mQXN\\R\\ \\\\ NN
“\\ (s cendht kﬂx command &

o \\\I/ ..\‘/ \
« ,,_,@o all a:&ﬁ: see GG» presents, 82?:& ')

\

\Q\M\« nend < \

ot Lo Lo Lemte. 429, &“\

W\\M\\L el

%\ \»\Kﬁk\«\ Ve \\% \\\:\\\\\\\N\ \ \ \\\ i

roya

14 \,N_«\\\\x\v_. 167 Ay

A0

;27078
el srd ll!.i..ﬁllllrlri

A s \\ \“k\\ \\\\\&\\ Z \

s ,\.\\

73
resrt 1t \\\\\\\\\ \\\ & \\\\\\ il

2



U S, Army.

- LRegiment of ..

Assigned to the /

.

7@

gl

. &

@

s

7z

Superinfendent.

SPAFLE O

185‘} , 48 a ,&oldmr in the ’){rmy of t!)c Ilmtrb States of Zmerica, for the
N e

period ofs T%\YEAR& unless sooner discharged by proper authority: Do alko

agree Lo aceept such bounty, pay, rations, and clothing, as are, or may be, estab-" "o
lished by law,  And 1

S M e A0 solemuly swear,
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the ¥United Siates of America,

and that I will serve them honestly and faithfolly against all their enomies or
opposers whomsoever; and that I will observe and obey the orders of the President
of the United States, and the orders of the oﬁicera appointed over inc. according

to the Rules and Articles of War.
Sworn sud subseribed to, HQI-LA/;A,;I Z;:u /}’6

s CERTLIY, ON HONOR, That 1 have earclully exnmioed the above-
the Genersl Regulations of the ‘Arwy, uud that ju my opinion lio is fica from all bedily defects wnd mentul

iufrmity, whicl would, in any way, disquulify him from perlorming the duties of a soldier

nwed Recrait, ogreeably to

I CERTIFY, ON HONOR, Thut T buvo winutely inkpected tho Recruit,

previousiy to lus enlistment, and (hat ho was cntirely sober when cuhslud. 1Inu

to the best of my
judgient and betief, he is of Juiviul age: aud that, iu accepting bini as duly qualified to perform the duties
of an uble-Lodi§l soldier, Iha\mobsened the Regulations which (Jovern tho u-uumur service.

\
This soldier hus A\IQA cyes, . hatr, YO complezion, is VA, vfcctq_& A inches
Dbigh. '
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Smith was assigned to Company C, 9% Cavalry and stationed at Ft Davis in Alpine, Texas.
Company C was involved in skirmishes in the Guadaloupe Mountains and Crow Springs during
the time that Smith was assigned to Fort Davis.  Smithmustered out in1874 as a Sergeant at
Fort Ringgold.”> He returned to Virginia only to re-enlist in 1879.6 This time he was assigned to
Company D, 10t Cavalry serving at Ft. Concho in San Angelo. During his tour of duty the

10 ™ Cavalry were in a continual battle with Chief Victorio’s Mescalero Apaches. Victorio

would raid settlers then lead his band across the Rio Grande. ’Smith’s tour of duty ended in

1881 and was discharged from Fort Concho. This time he left the army with the rank of

Corporaland remained in San Angelo.?

While stationed at Ft Concho, Smith became active in the African Methodist Episcopal

Church (A.M.E.)He was ordained Deacon in 1883. Since its beginning, the A.M.E has promoted

education for blacks.® During his last months of service at Fort Concho, he was appointed

school trustee for "Colored District # 1" of Tom Green County.®

After discharge he was ordainedDeacon in the Greater St. MatthewA.M.EChurch in San Angelo

and was soon appointed an Elder in1883. A.M.EBishop Richard H. Cain, assigned to the

district that included Louisiana and Texas was selecting men of excellent character to organize
A.M.Echurches in “unoccupied territory”!. Forts Davis and Concho were being phased out by

the Army; the Army was discharging the “Buffalo soldiers”. Through their training, discipline,

and frontier experiences, the“Buffalo Soldiers” were a good source for such men.Brownwood



was one of those unoccupied territories. Reverend George Smith was chosen to go

to Brownwood in 1885 to found an A.M.E Church. 12

Upon his arrival in BrownwoodRev. Smith was surprised there were no schools for black
children. He approached the Brownwood school board to learn how toopen a new school. He
had to go to Austin to take the teacher’'s exam to become a qualified Texas teacher. Returning
to Brownwood, he set about organizing a school and teaching the children the basics- wherever

a vacant room could be found including his own home.*®

1888 was an important year for Smith; he established Lee Chapel African
Methodist Episcopal Church and married Virginia Love. The rigors of caring for a budding
familyand agrowing church Rev. Smith neededa qualified person to assume educational
responsibilities of the fledgling school. A member of Lee Chapel A.M.E., Rufus Hardin

answered the call.

Rufus Hardin, a native Texan graduated from Prairie View Normal School now Prairie
View University, with a B.A¥Normals were the teacher training schools that were eventually
absorbed by colleges and universities to become the education departments'®. Hardin took the
reins of the school in 1890 and over the years developed strong educational programin
theneighborhood. When he died, Brownwood Colored High School was renamed Rufus Hardin

High School in his honor when he had a stroke in 1934.16


http://texasescapes.com/TOWNS/Brownwood/Brownwood_Texas.htm

Along with no school for black children, there were only a few houses when Smith
arrived and many of those were little more than shacks.Smith and his partner Walter Crutchfield
bought land in the communitystarted to build the needed housing. Hardin had already built a
few rent houses using the funding system he devised; making it possible for the residents to buy
and raise their families in quality homes. Rev.Smith built one of the first stores in the “Flats” as it
was and still is called by the residents.Businesses such as barber shops, grocery stores, and
cafes began to thrive in the “Flats” mostly due to the foundations laid by Rev.Smith.*¥The city of

Brownwood recognized the area as the “Bailey Addition”.

The city of Brownwood annexed the “Bailey Addition” in 1890.1"Just as he had gone to
the school board in order to properly develop a school;Rev. Smith now approached the various
departments of city of Brownwood with requestsfor improvements to “the Flats”. However, Rev.
Smith was no longer alone in his work. His accomplishments had shown and inspired younger
people to continue to improve their community. His last civic project was to bring running water
to the “Bailey Addition”.Rev. George E Smith died August 9, 1913, the same day the city of

Brownwood turned the tap allowing pure clean water to flow into the “Flats™8

Smith’s civic work was recognized in 1951 when the Federal Housing Authority opened

the George Smith Housing Project.*®*When the Federal Housing Authority morphed into



Housing and Urban Development the name was changed to George Smith Apartments.

BROWNWOOD HOUSING AUTHONITY
GEORGE SMITH
APARTMENTS

1004 COADELL 0

After Rev. Smith passed away, the “Bailey Addition” or the “Flats” grew into a solid law

abiding community as seen in the following maps. These maps come from the 1930 Sanborn

Fire Maps. They were enhanced by Frank Hilton of the Pecan Valley Genealogical Society
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